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Vision of a 
21st century library...



Let’s turn all Wikipedia references blue.

We want to give digital learners around the world
access to the best library ever.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://archive.org/details/toredeemsoulofam00fair/page/299

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://archive.org/details/toredeemsoulofam00fair/page/299


Challenge:
Libraries face a 

20th century problem



1924



Let’s fill in the missing century
on our digital shelves.



Solution:
Controlled digital lending

https://controlleddigitallending.org


physical book
digital book1



Controlled digital lending
 in action:

Open Libraries

https://archive.org/details/inlibrary?sort=-addeddate


Technologies used
● Custom designed Scribe scanning station
● Custom Scribe software for capture
● ABBY OCR
● JPEG2000
● Community-authored page turning interface
● Adobe Digital Editions



How libraries are using
controlled digital lending



Trent University
Donation





Boston Public Library
Overlap: closed stacks





Georgetown Law Library
Overlap: open stacks





How can your 
library participate?



Participation 

● Join Open Libraries at 
openlibraries.online

● Share your catalog 

● Overlap study

● Integrate links back into your catalog

● Lend digital books to your patrons

Cost: $0

http://openlibraries.online/join/
http://openlibraries.online/


Takeaway / Appeal
● CDL offers a solution to the 20th century problem

● It empowers libraries to turn their collection digital

● Open Libraries is a convenient way to implement 
CDL in your library

http://openlibraries.online/join/
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