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Reflections on the digital 

world 



Librarian 
Good news 
 

So many libraries 
have digitized 
amazing primary 
source documents 
and images! 
 

Who can keep 
track of all the 
good websites to 
recommend? 

 



Library with 
digital content 

We’ve digitized 
lots of our 
most amazing 
collections! 

 

Not enough 
people know that 
they’re available! 

 



Library funding 
agency 

We’ve spent lots 
of (taxpayer) 
resources helping 
libraries digitizing 
their amazing 
collections! 

 

Not enough 
people know that 
they’re available! 
Poor return on 
investment! 

 



Library user 

There’s so 
much great 
stuff on the 
web!  

How can I easily 
find quality 
research materials 
that are free? 

 



 

What does this 
have to do with 

DPLA? 



visit dp.la 

Bringing together the riches of 

America’s libraries, archives, 

and museums to make them 

freely available to the world  
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DPLA’s front end searches across 
numerous collections, with an 

opportunity to dive deeper when 
you find something of interest. 



Why might you point a 
patron to DPLA? 

What are entry points 
into DPLA resources to 

share with patrons? 

How can you support 
patrons in interacting 
with DPLA resources? 

Visit dp.la 



Visit dp.la 
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Narrow results by: 
Subject 
Location 
Language 
Contributing Institution 
Partner 
Type (format) 
Date 



Visit dp.la 
12 



Visit dp.la 
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Exhibits 

Over two dozen exhibits that “are designed to tell stories of 
national significance using source material from libraries, 
archives, and museums across the United States…”  



Visit dp.la 
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Exhibits 

Introduction and Categories 



Visit dp.la 
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Exhibits 

Patrons will want to click through for 
citation purposes. 



Visit dp.la 
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Explore by Place 

Great for patrons wanting 
to research “place” ex. 
Local history 
 
Check the holder of the 
source before clicking 
through to check for 
location accuracy. 



Visit dp.la 
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Explore by Date 

Search for “soldier” 



Visit dp.la 
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Explore by Date 

Continue to narrow by subject, format, or 
location. Scrub through timeline to modify 
results. 



Visit dp.la 
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Primary Source Sets 

Topics frequently revolve around historic events, groups, 
individuals, or literature. Tags allow for grouping of related 
Primary Source Sets 



Visit dp.la 
20 

Primary Source Sets 

In PSS Women and the Civil War 

Warning: Not all sources 
in the Primary Source 
Sets may actually be 
described as Primary 
Sources. 



Visit dp.la 
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Interacting with 
DPLA Sources 

Library 
of 
Congress 



Where does all 
that content 
come from? 

Nice portal, 
huh? 



CONTENT HUBS – large providers 
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SERVICE HUBS - collaboratives 
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They must 
need mega 

server 
space! 

Nope -  
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  does not host 

digital assets. 



So how do 
the 

digitized 
items show 

up in 
DPLA? 

DPLA stores 
LINKS to 

thumbnails 
and websites 



 You host the content.  

 sends the users to you.  
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PONDS    LAKES    OCEAN 

Local Regional National 

Users / Visitors / Researchers 



30 

SERVICE HUBS CONTENT HUBS 

D
P

LA
 

P
LA

TF
O

R
M

  

INGESTION  

METADATA REPOSITORY 

API 

FRONT END 

APPS 



How does 
DPLA 

handle 
metadata? 



SURVEY: 

Familiarity 
with metadata 



• I have managed digitization projects 

• I’m a cataloger 

• I am a coder or programmer 

• Not too familiar with metadata, 

• Never met a data I didn’t like 
 

 



What do the 
Service Hubs have 

to do with their 
metadata? 



  Standardize it, 

so it can be 
shared with DPLA 
through one data 

feed. 

Does 
anything 

happen to 
the metadata 

at DPLA? 



We do extra 
processing 
of DATES 

and PLACES 
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What 
about data 
formats? 



There has 

to be an 

OAI-PMH 

data feed 

A what? The Open 
Archives 
Initiative 
Protocol for 
Metadata 
Harvesting 
(OAI-PMH) 

https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/ 



QUIZ: 

Which one is 
NOT a metadata 

format? 



• MARC21 

• MODS 

• XML 

• Dublin Core 

• BIBFRAME 

• LOL 
 



What metadata 
fields are 
required? 



Title Field 

Contributing 
Institution 

URL to record 

Rights Statement 

URL to thumbnail / preview 
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Five metadata fields each record must have: 



That 
doesn’t 

sound like 
a lot 

Other fields are 
allowed, if they 

conform to DPLA’s 
Metadata 

Application Profile.  

http://dp.la/info/developers/map/ 



 
One more 
important 
metadata 

requirement:
… 
 
  



visit dp.la 

Bringing together the riches of 

America’s libraries, archives, 

and museums to make them 

freely available to the world  
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But what if not all 
your digitized 

resources are in the 
public domain? 

Or your 
institution 

wants some 
restrictions 
on access? 



CC0   - Metadata in public domain 

• Contributing partners agree to supply their  

metadata as CC0  

• Metadata is licensed to the public non-exclusively, 

unconditionally, and royalty-free for all types of 

use. 

• A larger format image or resource can still be more 

restricted on the home site 
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Visit dp.la 

A PORTAL FOR DISCOVERY 

A PLATFORM TO BUILD UPON 

A STRONG PUBLIC OPTION  
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SERVICE HUBS CONTENT HUBS 

D
P

LA
 

P
LA

TF
O

R
M

  

INGESTION  

METADATA REPOSITORY 

API 

FRONT END 

APPS 



What kinds of 
things can people 

do with all the 
metadata? 
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Color browse 



Metadata games 



Culture collage 



Are Missouri 
libraries 

involved? 

Glad you 
asked! 



MO 
Hub’s 
origin 
story 



Missouri 
State Library 

Jefferson 
City, MO 

Administers LSTA digitization grants.  

Missouri 
State 
Archives 

Jefferson 
City, MO 

Together with Missouri State Library, 
operates… 

Missouri 
Digital 
Heritage 

Web Portal (+ optional repository) for 
state digitization projects 
 

TECHO-STL St. Louis Informal group interested in linked 
data and digital collaborations 

Cast 



             ?         

TECHO meeting, Sept. 2013 

 
 
 

Feb 14,2014 ? 

 
 
Fall 2014 ? 



Service 
hub? 



Who would manage the ingests 
with DPLA? 

Must already meet DPLA 
data standards, AND: 
• Have an OAI feed 
• Metadata must be in 

MODS or Dublin Core  
 



Visit dp.la 

Prerequisites to joining 

DPLA through 

MissouriHub 
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ADMINISTRATIVE TECHNICAL 
 



To participate, Missouri State Lib needed 
governance documents 

They joined MoHub in 2015 after their 
legal counsel signed off 



• Missouri State Library took on role 
of contacting MDH libraries 

• 1/3 of MoHub content now comes 
from MDH 



State-wide content 
platform 

Hosts digitized primary sources Onramp to DPLA  

Also provides links to material hosted 
on other libraries’ repositories 

Provides links to material hosted 
on other libraries’ repositories 
  

Supports new digitization projects via 
LSTA grants 

Works with already digitized 
collections only 

Has a website and search portal No search portal; website is 
administrative only 

Aggregator of metadata 



Were there any 
pain points? 

A few… 



Early admin pain point 



Tech pain points 

• Loose standards  each partner needs 
own data map 

• Thumbnails  need resizing 
• Lack of error reporting 
• URL changes lead to broken links 
• Changes in Rights Statements standards 



Kansas City 
Public 
Library 

Washington 
University 

Missouri 
History 

Museum 

Linda Hall 
Library 

St. Louis 
Public 
Library 

Federal 
Reserve 
Bank of 

 St. Louis 

UM – St. 
Louis 

Springfield – 
Greene Co. 

Public 
Library 

Saint Louis 
University 

State 
Historical 
Society of 
Missouri 

Missouri 
State 

Archives 

Missouri 
Botanical 
Garden 



http://missourihub.org/ 



 

What are the 
advantages to 

contributing content 
to DPLA? 



Library user 



It’s mainly noticeable 
with the curated sets 

Has this 
driven 

traffic to 
MoHub 
sites? 





Keeping up with 
evolving standards 
for data sharing… 

Anything 
else? 



What’s ahead … Rights statements 

Modeled on Europeana: 
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en 



Collaborating and 
learning from other 

libraries… 

Tell them 
about your 

trip 



https://educopia.org/research/margins 



Visit dp.la 

A PORTAL FOR DISCOVERY 

A PLATFORM TO BUILD UPON 

A STRONG PUBLIC OPTION  
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What’s ahead 
for                      

MissouriHub ? 
 



We need a plan to 
better distribute 
the tech work 

Non-members 
are at the end 
of the ingest 

queue 





 

What’s 
ahead for                      

DPLA            ? 
 



New interface Newspapers 

E-book 
initiative 

Rights 
statements 



Visit dp.la 

A PORTAL FOR DISCOVERY 

A PLATFORM TO BUILD UPON 

A STRONG PUBLIC OPTION  
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What’s ahead … Newspapers 



What’s ahead … e-Book initiative 

• Can we get e-books out of the “silo?” 

• Partnering with readersfirst.org 

• IMLS and Sloan Foundation grants 



Visit dp.la 

A PORTAL FOR DISCOVERY 

A PLATFORM TO BUILD UPON 

A STRONG PUBLIC OPTION  
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http://missourihub.org/ 

 
 

Thank  you! 
Questions? 

 

emily@mohistory.org 
 
 

Visit dp.la 

mailto:emily@mohistory.org

